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The bomb blasts in Iraq reverberate aIllong troops too tough to acknowledge the symptoms.

Sgt. Ernie
Rivera is being
treated but
worries about
others .

BY WIlliAM R. LEVESQUE
Times StajjWriter

TAMPA - TIle blast from the road··

side bomb lifted Sgt. Emie Rivera's
truck offthe ground.

Rivera figured he was lucky to
escape alive.

But in the weeks and months that
followed, he was plagued by head­
aches, nightmares, a loss of ('Ameen­

tration, overall malaise.
"1thought I was going crazy," said

Rivera, a platoon leader with the

l<1orida National Guard. "But I was

always taught that a good soldier just
sucked it up and didn't complain:'

Rivera w,Lsn't as lueky as he
thought. The blast wave from that
December bomb left a telltale wound
as real as any piece of shrapneL

'n-aumatic brain injury, or TEl, bas
become the signature wound of the
'Var in Iraq, afflicting thousands of
soldiers exposed to bomb blasts. To
many, it is frustratingly elusive, hid­
den like a lethal yet invisible virus.

Rivera, now being treated at the
James A. Haley VA Medical Cen­
ter in Tampa, said the Guard never
instructed his troops about TBI's
dangers or symptOlHs. Now he plans
to \vrite a Jetter to the 150 men in his
company warning them about this
invisible wound he fears they wiJ]
Ignore.

"I had never 11card of TBI," said
Rivera. "Vlhen they told me I had it. I
said. 'What in the hell is that'?' "
)} See TRAUMA, 1.7A
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Uast-related traunlatlc brain injury
Vhen an improvised explosive device detonates, it creates strong waves of preSSLire. These blast waves slam into a person's body.
he brain can smack against the skull and its tissues can be pulled in different directions.

,reas where the brain can be injured .
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